
November 30, 19% 

Dear Dr. Hefdelberger: 

Thank you for your answer of the 28th to my muiry about the pneum- 
cccc al polysaccharties . In tie interim, I have gotten to see the Macy Founda- 
tion Symposium, and have Lsarmd worlds of detalb from the discussion there. 
I am also looking foruard to etudying the articles you cited in your letter. 

There is every reason the geneticists should understand the structures 
of the coqxmnds they are dealing with Lsn the pneumococcus transformations, 
Until now, this has not been looked at as a QpPcal prok&m in ~lbiochenaical 
geneticaH wehaps because of the diff%culties of defLnlng the synthetic stepe. 
But I am h'opeful that the genetic approach can be tied in with other chemical 
mthods. Firat we should have some sort of in vitro system for polysaccharide 
synthesis. Bernheimer made a start at it som tz?.m ago, but without much suc- 
cess. Any ohance of your getting into that?:if' there were any way of encourag3ng 
that, I would. 


